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Drought has become a frequent phenomenon in the Pakistan especially, in 

Sindh due to an increase in pollution and climatic changes. According to a 

report issued by the Economic Survey of Pakistan, the drought is one of the 

factors responsible for poor growth performance in the country. Drought is 

common in Pakistan if there are no rains during the monsoon season. 

The drought of 1998-2002 has been considered the worst drought in the last 50 

years in the history of Pakistan. It started in 1997 as El-Nino developed, but 

gained intensity in 1998 and reached its peak in 2000 till 2001 and thus gradually 

weakened in 2002. 

Drought History of Tharparkar 

1968,  

1978,  

1985,  

1986,  

1987,  

1995,  

1996,  

1999,  

2001, 

 2004,  

2005,  

2007 and as recently as 2014 . 

 

Severe drought has occurred in the Thar desert of Sindh Arid Zone. Failure of 

monsoon observed in all the talukas of district Tharparkar of Sindh reeling under 

drought during Nov-2013 to 2014 However, it is too little and too late for many 

crops in the area and it resulted in severe shortage of food, fodder and water 
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Shortage of food and water children died in Mithi hospital in last three months 

belong to different areas Diplo, Mithi, Nagarparkar and Chahro tehsils of 

Tharparkar district. The numbers reported in media is above 151 children died. 

Therefore whole district may be under threat of facing impacts of famine crises 

due to severe drought condition in Tharparkar district. 

Thar desert, which begins around 300 kilometres (200 miles) east of Karachi and 

runs up to the border with India, is dominated by subsistence farmers who 

depend on beans, wheat, and sesame seeds for survival, bartering surplus in 

exchange for livestock. 

It has been hit by a rainfall deficit of roughly 30 per cent between March 2013 

and February this year, according to government data, with the worst-hit towns 

of Diplo, Chacro and Islamkot barely touched by a drop of water for months. 

 

Causes of Deaths 

Pneumonia and malnutrition as the main causes of the deaths 

Others:  

Birth Asphyxia, 

 Age / Sepsis, 

 Severe Pneumonia, 

 NNS, 

 Preterm,  

VSD, 

 Casping, 

 Grass Anemia, 

 FTT 
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Livestock losses: 

Sheep pox disease has been spread 

over entire district, above than five 

thousand sheep’s and goats have 

died and many others are suffering 

from this disease. In local language, 

sheep pox disease is known as 

“MATA”. Hundreds of deceased 

sheep are put down on the open 

ground; nobody is there and no any 

arrangement has been taken by 

concerned department to dispose 

out the dead bodies, which cause 

pollution in atmosphere to spread the 

same disease in other healthy 

animals. 

Government Response: 

NDMA, PDMA and Sindh Government providing health treatment and also distributing 

food items in some areas.  

Some NGO’s also busy in relief efforts, JAGGARTA Organization also distributed high 

energy biscuits to 300 children in Taluka Diplo of Tharparkar District.  

 

Immediate needs:  

Milk 

Drinking water 

Food package with emphasis on nutrition elements 

Health interventions with emphasis on child & mother health care 

Fodder for the livestock along with vaccination 
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